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AN EX-AMBASSADOR
SAYS U.S. ORDERED
AID FOR GONTRAS

j By JOEL BRINKLEY
- Speciai 1o The New York Tumes

PHOENIX, May 2 — Lewis A
resigned as United States

'mbassador to Costa Rica in January
amid reports that he and his staff had
improperly assisted the Nicaragwhn
rebels, said today that all his actions

(=l

,were taken on specific orders from senc

leaving office. “’It’s insane.” .
Officials at the Central Intelligence

A S

jor Government officials in Washing/
ton.

‘“Now the peopie who gave us the or-
ders are trying to paint us as runnix:
amok,” said Mr. Tambes, a professor
history at Arizona State University, in
his first interview on the subject since

S
t

and 19686.
tration has said the program was
wholly directed by Lieut Col. Oliver L.
North, the former National Security
Council aide.

rebels in 1 Adm

Orders From a Group

Mr. Tambs said his orders came
from the Restricted Interagency
Group, an informal organization of
Government officials who helped set
contra policy. )

He said that many officials took part
in some meetings of the group but that
the three key officers, and the men who
ave him his orders, were Colonel
North; Alan D. Fiers, who helped make*
policy a3 of the C.LA. Centrai
American Task Force, and Elliott
Abrams, the group's chairman, an‘
Assistant Secretary of State for Lath
America and Mr. Tambs’s lnlnd#
supervisor. en for :
Abrams and the C.1.A. denied the alle-
gations.

During most ¢f 1968 and 1986, Fed-
eral law prohibited Government in-
volvement in military aid to the rebels,
known as contras. In response to Mr.
Tambs's statements, spokesmen at
both the C.LA. and the State Depart-
ment denied that the officials involved
had acted improperly.

Aocusatisns, Denials

Accusations and denials have sur-
rounded the contra program since late
1981, when the United States first took
an interest in the rebel movement.
Even then, when the rebels numbered
only about 500, senior American offf-
cials argued about what support for the
contras was intended to accomplish.
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" Mr. Tambs spoke about the contr&
operation as officials in- Washington
prepared for hearings on the Iran-con-
tra arms affair, which are scheduled to
begin Tuesday before Senate and
House investigating committees.

Federal law-enforcement officials
have said the special prosecutor in the
case may indict ‘‘high Government of-

ficials’’ on conspiracy charges for vio-
lating legal restrictions on aid to the
contras.

Mr. Tambs said officials in Washing-
ion directed him and the chief of the
C.l.A. station in Costa Rica to give
lagistical help to the contras and to the
Americans who were flying
sna other supplies to the rebels.

He said he never knew with certainty
what was on the flights. *‘I never saw a
manifest,”” he said, but ‘‘one could cer-
tainly speculate’’ that they included
military supplies.

Group Set Contra Policy
"Any doubt on that question ended tn
Octoger, when one of the planes in the
effort that Mr. Tambs been asked
to help was shot down inside Nicara-
gua. It was loaded with munitions.

Mr. Tambs said he did not know who

else in Government, if anyone, may
shwave known of the activities.

o Mr. Tambs, still an ardent contra
supporter and a strong conservative
whose living room is dominated by
framed portraits of him with President
Reagan and Vice President Bush, de-
clined to attach specific names to spe-
cific orders. But he insisted that the or-
ders came from ‘‘the Rig, as the
group, which still exists, is called, and
not just from Colonel North.

Mr. Tambs said these men directed
him to help with the opening of a new
contra offensive on Nicaragua's south-
ern border with Costa Rica. By last
September, he said, he and his staff had
succeeded in building a ‘‘southern
front” of between 1,600 and 2,800 men.

Then, he said, the Restricted Inter-,
agency Group's officers asked him to

front to join forces with the contras
based in Honduras, an idea Mr. Tambs
said he resisted because he did not

think the main contra elements would
the southern forces well supplied.
. Abrams declined to comment di-
rectly on Mr. Tambe’s account, but a
man for him denied the allega-
tions. “The Rig did not give instruc-
” the said. “To say
the Rig decided that the ambassador in
should give any kind of
support to the contras — that just did-
'tlh.m "

n response to attempts to seek com-
ment from Mr. Fiers, a C.IA. spokes-
man denied that ‘
thorised any C.L.A. activities contrary
to” the policy of ‘‘avoiding
volverment
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officers au- | PO

agency in-
th the private benefactor J
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In Group asked him to per-
e e Coven e i to per.
supply to Use a secret 1.2-mile-

long that Colonel North's
ratives had built .
ﬂ’" 10d bl lfllt south of the

rde
Alrstrip Was Clesed Down

closed the airstrip,
|pleas from Mr. Tmu,hem%.
Last t”vur Mr. Tambs said, the offi-
cers the Restricted Interagency
Group gave approval when the C.LA.
station chief for Costa Rica, known by. ﬂ
the pseudonym To asked
whether he supply intelligence
and specific logistical assistance to the
contras. The rebels then passed the in-
formation to the private American
pilots who used the airstrip to drop
weapons and other supplies to the
“ﬁmm;’;‘t"
‘A coup times we did ask, ‘Is this
0.K.?' and ‘Yeah, go
cllhud.’;‘ur. Tambs ui& That in-
uded occasion when Mr. Castilio
asked whether he should supply intelii- -

| information on Sandinista troop
tions so the pilots could avoid them

h‘“l am ly
v. mﬂ’
Mr. Tambs uk! .
trying to save their jobs."

‘A Triumvirate’

; Asked specifically whom he
referring to, he said: “The Rig:
Abrams, the m& across the river'' —
Mr. Fiers, in C.1.A. headquarters in
'Langley, Va. — “‘and North.”

Mr. Tambs said he did not question
the legality of what he and his staff
were being asked to do.

““It was up to the Rig to tell us what
the margins were,” he said. “It was
complicated, and how were we sup-
posed to know. We didn’t have a legal
staff at the embassy. If orders came
from ’Wuhm;ton. I assumed they were

e
C.1A disciplined Mr. Castillo for
his involvement with the contras. In-
vestigators who have interviewed Mr. .
Castillo said he was angry about his
treatment. He has not been available |
for interviews with the press. :
Mr. Tambs called it ‘‘absolutely out- .
to fry lower-level officers who |
were carrying out orders.” \

' Mr. Tambs said he had told the same .
to the Presidential commission
by former Senator John Tower,

{to F.B.1. officers working for the spe-
;:ul prosecutor, and to investigators
rom the Congressional committees.
Some of Mr. Tambs's account ap-!
peared in the Tower commission re- .

they may now
that approval,
guys are

was

rt.

Just after the contra supply plane
crashed in Nicar in October, Mr.
Abrams was asked if the Government
had any connection to the contra sup-
ply program. He said: “I deny it. The
intelligence committees have kept
at it and looking at it. They
have never found anything. There’s a
reason for that. It's because this is not
factual.”
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